
What’s New at Pitt?

November 2024

Rob Cunningham

Vice Chancellor for Research Infrastructure



University 
Leadership

Joan Gabel, Chancellor

Joseph McCarthy
Provost and SVC

Kris Davitt
SVC for Philanthropic 

& Alumni Engagement

Geovette Washington
SVC & Chief Legal Officer

Anantha Shekhar
SVC Health Sciences

Dwayne Pinkney
SVC & Chief Financial Officer

Kevin Washo
SVC for U. Relations; CoS

Rob Rutenbar
SVC for Research



Who Comes to Pitt?



NETL Hires (2015-2023) from Pitt
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Chemistry

Geological and Earth
Sciences, Geosciences

Civil Engineering

Geology/Earth Sciences,
General

Environmental Science



Research Recognition

Dr. Rory Cooper received the 

National Medal for Technology and 

Innovation in 2023.



What’s Next for Pitt?

• Increase enrollment 15% by 2028

• Add new online/hybrid programs

• Maintain exceptional undergrad outcome of 98% (vs. 
85.7%)

• Grow Research from $1.156B at 7.5% annually

• Grow number of startups launched from 13/year



Our Website:  research.pitt.edu 

Our Name:
Because “The Office of the Senior Vice 

Chancellor for Research” is way too long…
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Innovation &

EntrepreneurshipResearch Computing

Research Protections Sponsored Programs

Chief of Staff

Yates Woodward

Rutenbar

Holland Cunningham

Cooper Gooden

Science Policy &

Research Strategy

Research

Infrastructure

STEM – Health 

Sciences

Arts, Humanities, 

Social Sciences, Profs

SVC Research

Business Units Strategy & Infrastructure

Hauck

Fachervon Oehsen

Research Inclusion &

Outreach Strategy

Operations
• Administration

• Communications

• Data

• Budget & Finance



Pitt Research Volume

• $1.2B R&D
expend FY23

$.81B $.86B
$.89B

$.96B

$1.07B

$1.2B



NSF Higher Ed R&D Survey: FY22

Top 20 Universities in NSF HERD Survey:  Total R&D Expend

1. Johns Hopkins University 11. Ohio State University

2. University of California San Francisco 12. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

3. University of Pennsylvania 13. Harvard University

4. University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 14. Cornell University

5. University of Washington, Seattle 15. New York University

6. University of California, Los Angeles 16. University of Pittsburgh

7. University of California, San Diego 17. Georgia Institute of Technology

8. University of Wisconsin-Madison 18. Columbia University

9. Duke University 19. University of Maryland

10. Stanford University 20. University of Minnesota, Twin Cities

67. Carnegie Mellon University

.

.

.



NAI US Patent Ranking

National Academy of Inventors

114 US Patents

Rank #14



Many Rising Pitt R&D Initiatives
Quantum Space Applied AI (Meds)

Many Pitt initiatives

offer deep challenges in
tech + policy

Sustainability



Thank You
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